
TREEHOUSE RECYCLING PROJECT WITH ‘ECO WORLD’ 

GET INVOLVED 

Dear Guest,  

Welcome to Treehouse! 

During your stay with us you may notice that 

our beach is littered with trash. This is a 

problem that not only Watamu, but the whole 

of Kenya faces.  

Plastic bags and materials are ingested by 

endangered sea turtles who mistake them for 

jellyfish which are part of their natural diet. 

The turtles eventually die due to internal 

problems and starvation due to the gut being 

blocked. Plastics are also ingested by 

cetaceans (dolphins and whales). Whales, 

dolphins and whale sharks can all be found in 

Watamu waters. Plastics smother corals and 

other marine creatures living on the sea bed, 

inhibiting them from breathing and feeding and 

resulting in loss of health or death. The impact 

of solid waste is deteriorating our local 

environment resulting in threats to human 

health and welfare and potentially discouraging 

tourists from visiting the area. The latter is a 

serious concern as many coastal communities 

depend on tourism as their primary source of 

income and employment. 

In Watamu we are making a difference by 

fighting back a tide of waste. Taking part in 

the Ocean Conservancy International Coastal 

Cleanup Day in September 2015 we collected 

3,124kg of marine debris from our beaches 

which are important sea turtle nesting areas, 

and the Watamu Community regularly has clean up days. 

During your stay here if you feel inspired to help the local eco system and community we 

encourage you to collect rubbish when you walk on the beach. Treehouse supplies bags that 

can be used for this purpose.  What you collect will then be taken to ‘Eco World’ our local 

recycling centre.  

Once you have collected your waste you have two options. Either Treehouse will organise to 

transport the waste to Eco World or you can take it there yourself and get a chance to see 

the centre and what they do. 

All glass must be kept separate from the plastic.  

 

Previous guests have made art out of the rubbish and turned this into a family activity. 

The piece of art “Chrysanthemum” on the wall of the Yoga Room is made entirely of pieces of flip-flops 

that were found on Watamu Beach by local artist Andrew McNaughton 

The Recycling Centre and the Future 

The Centre is generating income from the sale of recyclables. Besides selling crushed plastic to the 

recycling industries, our local community artists are making art and crafts from flip flops and plastic 

waste and selling them to tourist outlets. This is a unique initiative at the coast and is intended to raise 

public awareness to the problems related to waste and pollution and to demonstrate the potential of 

community solutions to waste management problems.  

http://www.oceanconservancy.org/

